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CPsYRGHTl ublic Eye and Pxnfa ¢ Judg S

Jerence is said to have been author- This ought not 16 Ge a CIA Tunic--
ized by President Johnson. We tion. However good its stalls of |
:doubt the President thought the economists and political analysts—
vmatter through. ) we have no easy way to jgdgc—.. _
His impulse was a good one. The * the last function an intelligence 4
‘public ought to understand what gathering organization s!loulc! un-
ihas happened to the Soviet growth:- dertake is to shape public opinion
‘rate on which newly compiled in- and make policy. Such. objectivity
. formation is at hand. The new low as it has would rapidly corrode,
.j‘réte is controversial but decisions Allen Dulles used to make the
; are being made because of it. Pub- j CIA reasonably available to re-
- lic debate can help clarify whether. | sponsible inquiries from press and
“the rate has been marked down too public at many levels. He used to
far because of the Soviet farm make occasional speeches based on
“failures. “{ intelligence information. But ex-’ . .
i In general, the more information i cept for the carefully chosen :
" the public can be given the better | .speeches, material from this quar-
titis. | ! ter was to be used without atiribu~ '
But there was a hook in this ! tion. It melted into the large stream
- press conference bait. The State | of information from many sources.
¥ Department and the White House ‘ This system worked quite well con-
i are currently irying to persuade sidering there is no ideal way to
S~ - ' the NATO allies that they can help tconduct  clandestine  funetions -
‘ ‘feed Soviet or Chinese citizens ! within an open society, and that it -
- with food;for humanitarian rea- : is hard to separate different kinds .|
. sons, but should not help the hard- ¢ of intelligence. :
. pressed Communist economies. The .We recommend a rety the -
-new low growth, estimate encour- Alﬁﬁ—lmmm_'
! ages the United 'States’ argument empires enough in ‘Washington .
. that economic pressure on the So- policymaking. Mahy sources are
- viet Union, however painful to the pouring out purported information,
- West in/ terms of renouncing trade too often for ‘their own purposes. ;
- epportunities, will effectively help . Let's not turn the overseas intellis
: keep communism under rostraint, gence agency into another, how-
. Leave the dispute itsclf to one ever great the desire to inform or !
- side. The point we wish 1o make persuade. The White House, the .
- here is that ihe CIA press conlor- State and Defense Departments, -
|-ence was aimcd consciously at in-  can release material important to
| fluencing American_and world explain decisions of foreign policy,

. opinion, Hct on  a matier of Jact but where it is in the public interest,
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